


August 12 


how or why. But the unions insist on three days off for Ascension, so we 


We are behind schedule—I do not know exactly 


are working today, Sunday. 

Unfortunately, it is noon, and we have not yet started. Leaving his 
house, Fellini’s car collided with a Sunday motorcyclist speeding the wrong 
way on a One-way street. It was not a bad accident, but he is still being 
questioned by the police. Meanwhile, the extras and the stagehands enjoy 
the fresh air in the courtyard. 

The situation is serious, for we must finish the sequence today. The 
railway company is going to redo the little station, and, if we miss any 
takes today, we shall be without a station to film them in. Besides finishing 
Carla’s arrival, we must do the whole of Guido and Luisa’s departure 
(Sequence 50). 

Work begins a little after noon, and at five o’clock we are ready for 
the last sequence. Fellini wants just the right twilight. But it will not last 
long, and there are many takes. Just as the light is fading, there is a mad 
race to relocate the camera. Everyone, led by Federico and Marcello, 
pitches in to help the stagehands carry things, laughing harder and harder 
as the work goes faster. 

Then the light fades, but Fellini stubbornly goes on shooting. Finally, 
at nine-thirty, with circles under his eyes, he puts an end to the sufferings 
of his protagonists, announces that the station is no longer needed, and 
goes home, bent with weariness. 


Monday, August 13 ‘The farm-children sequence—putting the children 
to bed—must be finished today, before the holiday. But Fellini dismisses 
everyone early. He has to go to Fiumicino to decide on the light require- 
ments for the visit to the spaceship. Just as he is leaving, we learn there 
is a big fire at the Istituto Luce, where all our film is stored. 

“Don’t tell Fellini,”” Whirlwind advises. “We'll know tomorrow whether 
our negatives are safe, or whether we'll have to start the whole film over.” 


August 14, 15,16 Holiday. The film is safe and sound. 
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